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Trout Unlimited and partners complete project to give brookies 
new home in Tennessee Waters via Trail Fork of Big Creek

From 
 the Fishing Wire.com 

 
Trout Unlimited and partners re-
cently completed a project to 
move the brookies into a stretch 
of the Trail Fork of Big Creek in 
the Cherokee National Forest. 
A concurrent project that re-
placed a fish-blocking under-
sized culvert on the stream 
means those trout will have ac-
cess to more and better habitat, 
too. 
 
 The stretch of stream into which 
the brookies were moved pre-
viously supported rainbow trout, 
which were wild but not native to 
the stream. 
 “It’s the same story that we have 

A Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency crew collects brook 
trout from near Trail Fork to move into the stream. (Photo: 
Marcia Carter/TWRA) 

seen many places across the 
Southeast,” said Jeff Wright, 
TU’s staff lead on the project. 
“The stream once supported wild 
brook trout but they were likely 
extirpated during heavy logging. 
When the stream was once again 
able to support trout, non-native 
rainbows were stocked instead of 
restoring the wild brook trout.” 

Because the stream features a 
natural waterfall, Trail Fork was 
identified as an ideal location to 
restore wild brook trout because 
wild rainbows that still exist 
below the waterfall will not be 
able to move upstream. 
 
Over the span of a few years, of-
ficials with the Tennessee Wild-
life Resources Agency, Cherokee 
National Forest and students 
from the University of Tennessee 
used electrofishing gear to re-
move all of the rainbows from 
above the falls. 
  With the stream trout-free, 
about two dozen brook trout 
were moved from a nearby creek 
to Trail Fork early this fall. 
The transferred fish included a 
mix of adult and juvenile 
brookies and took place in time 

Several dozen wild brook trout are enjoying new home 
waters in Tennessee.  

B.A.S.S. announces 2022 Bassmaster Kayak Series with new AOY Award

for the fish to spawn in their new 
stream. 
The culvert replacement will en-
sure that the fish can move freely 
throughout the full stretch, which 
totals about a mile of water. 
 
 Wright said the existing culvert 
featured two relatively large 
pipes. Despite the size, it still 
wasn’t enough to properly han-
dle heavy flows, which resulted 
in the lower ends of the culverts 
becoming perched, essentially 
creating an artificial waterfall. 
“Even though the culverts were 
relatively large, they still weren’t 
suited for the hydrology of the 
stream,” Wright noted. 
 
Because the culverts created a 
barrier, instream habitat was 
better above than below the cul-

vert in part because wood that fell 
naturally into the stream couldn’t 
disperse downstream. 
The culvert pipes were also de-
grading, posing a risk of eventual 

“The stream once supported 
wild brook trout but they were 
likely extirpated during heavy 
logging. When the stream was 
once again able to support 
trout, non-native rainbows 
were stocked instead of re-
storing the wild brook trout.”

failure. The risk to the down-
stream community of Del Rio 
was relatively minor, but a failure 
would still have been notable. 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A 
series that has been an overwhel-
ming hit with anglers from Day 
1 now has its much-anticipated 
next schedule in place. 
 
On Monday, B.A.S.S. officials 
announced the full slate for the 
2022 Bassmaster Kayak Series 
powered by TourneyX with five 
regular-season events and the 
2022 Bassmaster Kayak Series 
Championship that will coincide 
with the 2022 Academy Sports + 
Outdoors Bassmaster Classic 
presented by Huk. 
The series will visit six states 
and for the first time will feature 
the Old Town Bassmaster Kayak 
Series Angler of the Year award 
with $5,000 cash and a top-of-
the-line Old Town kayak going 
to the angler who accumulates 
the most points during the regu-
lar season.  
 “In just two years we’ve been 
amazed by the growth of the 
series,” said B.A.S.S. Nation Di-
rector Jon Stewart, who oversees 
the Kayak Series. “We knew 
kayak fishing was experiencing 
major growth — that’s why we 
started this back in 2020. But 
I’m not sure we had any idea just 
how popular it was. 

Anglers on the Bassmaster Kayak Series powered by TourneyX will visit six states while 
pursuing the new Old Town Bassmaster Kayak Angler of the Year title. (Photo by Mark Cis-
neros/B.A.S.S.)

“It’s been really fun to watch an-
glers enjoy this trail as the sport 
continues to evolve.” 
 The 2022 schedule will begin on 
one of the big bass capitals of the 
country as the Kayak Series 
visits Lake Fork in Alma, Texas, 
Feb. 5-6 for one of three two-day 
events this season. In the past, all 
events except the championship 
have been one-day tournaments. 
Nebraska’s Nate Gloria took 
home the Lake Fork title in 2021 
with a five-bass limit measuring 
98 inches while Arkansas pro 
Cody Milton earned a Century 
Belt with five bass measuring 
100.5 inches in 2020’s inaugural 
tournament on this big bass fac-
tory.   
From there, the next stop will be 
Richard B. Russell Lake in An-
derson, S.C., for the two-day 
Bassmaster Kayak Series Cham-
pionship, March 2-3. The tourna-
ment field will be comprised of 
qualifiers from the 2021 Kayak 
Series — and though the tourna-

ment will actually conclude on 
March 3, the winner will be re-
vealed March 4 and receive a 
first-place prize of at least 
$20,000 on stage at Bon Secours 
Wellness Arena before the first-
round weigh-in of the Bass-
master Classic. 
 The inaugural 2021 Champion-
ship tournament on Possum 
Kingdom Lake near Fort Worth, 
Texas, featured a record-break-
ing performance by hometown 
angler Mark Pendergraf who 
won with a two-day, 10 bass 
total of 209.25 inches — the 
highest two-day total in Tour-
neyX history. 
“That record-setting limit is the 

equivalent to weighing in a 30-
plus-pound bag,” explained Ste-
wart. “What a way to introduce 
the Classic crowd to the 
hammers on the Kayak Series!” 
Among the Championship qual-
ifiers in Anderson will be Bass-
master Elite Series veteran Mike 
Iaconelli from New Jersey, who 
won a Kayak Series event last 
year on the Upper Chesapeake 
Bay, as well as Tennessee angler 
Jim Davis, who became the first 
two-time Kayak Series winner 
with a victory last year on the 
Upper Mississippi River in La 
Crosse, Wis. 
“The series is not even three 
years old and it’s already devel-

oping its own rich history,” Ste-
wart said. “Ike winning an event 
was a big deal in the fishing in-
dustry. He touted it himself as 
one of the accomplishments he’s 
most proud of — and that’s from 
a guy who has won a Classic, 
won Angler of the Year, won 
Elite Series events. 
“Several big sticks are also 
emerging. Some guys are so se-
rious about kayak fishing that 
they show up at every event with 
a genuine chance at winning.” 
After the Championship in South 
Carolina, the Kayak Series will 
visit the Harris Chain of Lakes in 
Leesburg, Fla., on March 19, 
Grand Lake O’ the Cherokees in 
Grove, Okla., on April 16 and 
Lewis Smith Lake in Jasper, Ala., 

on May 21. All of those venues 
have been regular destinations 
for major B.A.S.S. events, and 
one — Grand Lake — was the 
site of the Bassmaster Classic in 
2013 and 2016. 
 
The Kayak Series will conclude 
with the third two-day event of 
the season on Pickwick Lake in 
Counce, Tenn., on Oct. 8-9. That 
event will decide the final Old 
Town AOY race and the final 
qualifiers for the 2023 Bass-
master Kayak Series Champion-
ship. The Top 25 anglers in the 
AOY points race along with 
qualifiers from Bassmaster re-
gional and state championships 
will earn a spot in the Kayak 
Series Championship. Anglers 
will earn points in every regular-
season tournament with their lo-
west finish dropped to determine 
the final Angler of the Year 
standings.    
 As in the past, anglers will use 
the TourneyX app and photo-
graph their bass on special meas-
uring boards to submit their 
catches. The angler with the most 
inches of bass will be the winner. 
All 2021 winners had at least 85 
inches of bass. 
Registration for all 2022 events 
will open Jan. 11 on Bass-
master.com. 
 

2022 Bassmaster Kayak  
Series powered by TourneyX  

Schedule 
 

Feb. 5-6, Lake Fork, Alma, 
Texas 
March 2-3, Bassmaster Kayak 
Series Championship, Richard 
B. Russell Lake, Anderson, S.C. 

AAA is providing Tennesseans 
with a safe holiday with Tow To 
Go. See article on sports page 4

“In just two years we’ve been 
amazed by the growth of the 
series,” said B.A.S.S. Nation 
Director Jon Stewart, who 
oversees the Kayak Series. 
“We knew kayak fishing was 
experiencing major growth — 
that’s why we started this 
back in 2020. But I’m not 
sure we had any idea just how 
popular it was. 

March 19, Harris Chain of 
Lakes, Leesburg, Fla. 
April 16, Grand Lake, Grove, 
Okla. 
May 21, Lewis Smith Lake, 
Jasper, Ala. 
Oct. 8-9, Pickwick Lake, 
Counce, Tenn. 
 
2022 Bassmaster Kayak Series 
Partner: Old Town 
 
About B.A.S.S. 
B.A.S.S., which encompasses the 
Bassmaster tournament leagues, 
events and media platforms, is 
the worldwide authority on bass 
fishing and keeper of the culture 
of the sport, providing cutting 
edge content on bass fishing 
whenever, wherever and ho-
wever bass fishing fans want to 
use it. Headquartered in Birming-
ham, Ala., the 515,000-member 
organization’s fully integrated 
media platforms include the in-
dustry’s leading magazines 
(Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 
radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. For more than 
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation 
and youth fishing. 
The Bassmaster Tournament 
Trail includes the most presti-
gious events at each level of 
competition, including the Bass-
master Elite Series, Basspro.com 
Bassmaster Opens Series, TNT 
Fireworks B.A.S.S.  and others.

N.Y., N.Y. -The NFL is thankful 
for many things. 
 To name a few, the 22-year-old 
legs of the league’s leading 
rusher, JONATHAN TAYLOR, 
and the living Fountain of Youth 
TOM BRADY, who leads the 
NFL in both career touchdown 
passes (610) and 2021 touch-
down passes (29). 
 The NFC-leading ARIZONA 
CARDINALS (9-2), who have 
won two of their last three games 
without some of their key con-
tributors. And the resurgent NEW 
ENGLAND PATRIOTS (7-4), 
who own the NFL’s longest win-
ning streak, five. Along with the 
DALLAS COWBOYS (7-3), 
these three clubs lead their divi-
sions after missing the 2020 play-
offs. At least two teams have won 
their divisions the season after 
missing the playoffs in 17 of the 
past 18 years. 
 This season, the NFL is grateful 
for 23 games decided by a win-
ning score on the final play, the 
most such games through Week 
11 in league annals. 
 And in Week 12, the NFL is 
thankful for the number nine. 
  
 Nine games in Week 12 feature 
two teams with .500-or-better 
records, the most such games in 
Week 12 or later in NFL history. 
It’s a recipe for something deli-
cious. 

The NFL  
 is very 

    thankful ! 


